





... Crown Princess
proceedings Decomposia?

and—

Morning, -~ Your letters
Braithwaite. From the publig,
- Princess.

Princess, the
cabinet documents
to be sioned and
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Thank You,
Braithwaite.
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Princess Decomposia,
todawn's Provincial
Circulars.

[ Thank You,
Aitchison,

Princess, the
briefinae on the
LYcanthrope
deleosation.

Thank vou,
Cummings,

- — A———"

Princess, the
State Papers.

Th.at's today
isit, Burns?




In... my ... OFFICE,
please, Bulloch.

Expedited
delivery,
Pr\ncess

Morning, Clove. How's

’\ cene Fam—

You'd best
vead this,
Princess.




What / Found it on w "...can't take it
1S it ? the side this anvymore..,.
Morning. impossible...
new position at
Dismal Vista Prison
Block where the
Food is more
nourishine.,"

She was beginning ko But I nave the
CYack WEeekKs a20.1I'm Lucanthrope
surprised she delegation v today,
lasted this lono, Where am I 90in9 to
\ Find a new cheF at

such short notice?
~— %
" Y

Don't worry . I've 90t Y It's Just that they get
a liSst oF cnefFs incase horribly snappish ifF
Qﬂ emeraency, thewv don't 9et Fed

. what they want when
| B L they want.
i AP @
‘ \ _\\ e ‘~-
zﬂ—,:ﬁi X C A7
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I can't 9et anew E You'vre o lifF
cwhefF in before é«) saver, Clove
dinner but I'll come

up with something U

What about Your otime.TI'll take the
breaKFast ? Kin9g's throush. B,
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How are vou YR Tolevable,
fFeelino this [EEES my dear,
mornms, L merely

W\ toierable.

~That is an T have a cold in my
improvement. ) head, the ache in my

_ liver has 9one but has
come backKinmy hip,
my Vision is blurred,
I Feel a 9reat weight
on my chest and —

Won't vou try a little
OF wour breakfFast?

Let me moare vou
comFfFortable.

Thavnk You,
dear.




Too drwvw ! Have vou

told coow I detest a
Kipper that is too
\ drv?

L Yesterday it was too
. wet, Father,

A Fislhh must never be
wet, except perhaps
in its natuural habitat.

Did
3 i ”é’é"{._fﬂj
. / -
C.

o
AN/
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That 1Sthe
trouble,You
see? Cook
cannokt concoct
@ Kipper oF a

consistent ...
consistency,




Now she nnevery will.
Swe's |lefFt For the
Dismal Vista Prison

Too 90 0d
For ner,

Toast thhen, Father,
would vyou trv a
slice of toast ?

"
No.muy dear, \’

I've auite lost
my appetite,

Wwell, here's vour | @ °
, périodical. . !

Splendid,
myY dear,
Spléendid.

As vyou're fFeeling
better I thouaht we
™Mi9wnk 60 thhrouagh
the day's business?

Rose hip tea. Have
cook 2et somein. J ©

Documents
need to be
sioned and —

Hiown in antioxidants,
apparéently,




And the Lycanthrope
delegation, ouvr
relations with thém
could certainiy be
improved,

I'm really @uite
exhausted , my dear.
It's been a demandino
mornin9,

Dead Thursdaw's
coming up and we'll
need to make
arranaements if

I'm Feelina rather
chill and my hip....

Miaht @ walk
around the— A

niaht and my head is

No, muy dear.I had a
terribly disturbed

pounding.
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R
nd Your Jouvrney,
Pack Leader?
s
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Plaowed Y irritating
delavs and I fFind I'm
ot in my usual suite
with oo viewof the

moown.

would

wyou care
For a
biscuit?




As ,..as I'm sure you
know, the King wishes
to restore the warwm
understanding between

our peorles.

Itis hard to know what
the Kin® wants From one
Year to the next. I very
much doubt the Yokai
are treated in such a

The Kine shows no
preference in \his
illness. He sénds his
rearets that his poor
Mealth has denied him
the pleasure of Your

compaw/

AM I to waderstand
tvat the King's
Failineg powers will
necessSitate a
Permanéntkt hand over
OF responsibilities
in the near Future?

That is verYy much {(’;
%tt;e case,
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Wwen can we expect
the King to récurnv to

I simply don't know.
I assure You, no onée
iS more preoccupied
with muy Father's
healthh than muyselF.
S—

Then there (snothing

% to discuss\j/
We still have

many i1sswues
Q Y'E.So\\le.

Which I will be happy
todo when I can speak
directly with someone

Wwith authovity,
N

—

What is taking Clove
so lon9 ?

—

Dinner is not
due to beserved
For an hour,
Princess,




Can we please 9¢et the
plates on the table
immediatelv? If he's
not fFed soon there's
90ine to bea
diplomatic

( \JV\CldeV\t-JI//




This meat

Clove
said you
wanted

mediately.

‘A

isvraw!
\/ Food on the
table
im

I didn't mean Fovr
wev to SKip cookin9

it alcogether/!




success? '
It was almost

a disasterf Secretary, Braithwaite?

Cavi You please oive
these tothe Private

Fortunately the
delesate enjoved his
dinner,even iFI
couldn't stomach 1t.

The candidates fFov

the cher's Job are
waiting to be

interviewed,

Clove, Just the person
I'm looking For. Do You
think You Could
rustie up a sand-

Ow yes, I'd
Forgotten,




It savs here you
worked for the
\JDure of Scrofula?

I'msorry, was that

\_ @ 2¢es ora {}0_1/




The Kingd has very
specific dietry
reauiréements. Do You
specialise in any

particular cg\\inar'd

R
OF counrse, Hy ... hygiéne is...
— naturally a...

concevn.

I see that You served
enwe Dauphin in Your
First liFe and amono
Youvr maonY vears ofF
éxperience You've
run the nioht service
at the CatafFalaue,




Qui . Priv\cesse)

Your resume and list
OF achievements
are second to none,
ThoankK You For Your
time, monsienr

\Fantome

L_M\

Au revoir,
Princesse.
S

I can't help but feel
he's overaualifFied
For my Father's
needs, but he can

dothedJob.
VT

There's ovne more,

Princess.

I suppose VA
Yyoud bettev B

Send them
|n




Sorry, I'm feeling
a bit liaht-headed.

You'd better
dowwn.

Thank You. I don't
Know what's the
mMatter with me.

Have wou eaten at all

~~_ todaw?
As oo matter U/
ofF Fach-—

T

l
)

Down't tellme, You've
beentoo busy?

(//

The davy has Sort oOF

run away fFrom me.
I'n
send fFor




“ You don't
have to~

Thank vou, Count,
Until recentiy You
worKed inna bakery
onn Swingnoose Lane.

TIs that vight?
"

(

Anvwhere else of note?
Hotelsorrestaurants,

Fov instance ?
7/ No.
/l' "“ ”




T'd see itallthetime
at the bakery,
people Sscurrvying

about their business

on an €mptY stomach.

I alwavs made Sure m4y

customers left with a

Freshly baked treat to
kKeep them 901n9

throush the day.
TN
\
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t

R

et ——

L
—
L_\T7

I certainly Feel much

~ better. >
(L4




We'tl sort yowu out with
lodaings. until then
Clove will Show you

the ropes.

uzq;
— i

It's the old man
vou nave to worry
about.

I hear Whe
has simple

[ Your Princess is...
delishtful.




Who told vou that? Wwhy do You want to
_ ! wovrk nere?

Gluten,
wheat ,
lactose
intolerance?

AnY eXpev-_ience in
special dietry needs?




Lost'emina scrap?

‘ A Fight to
il thhe déeath with
a monster

And bfscui_ts and
pastri€s.

Anything
with caster
suwgayr, really,

You're your own
vampire, then? Full
of Fresh ideas. Not
901n9 to fFall into the

tired old ways of

doing things?




You could say that.

T 2\wv€ You
two WeeKs.

Kitchen setwup: pantry, which You'll
stove, knives and what

Here we are, Troditional_w("\ost of

And\F ...9€et YyourselfF a
You want to subscription to
stay ahead of this rag.
the game...




wellness ) — Twe Bible of Faddy
o/ . Caters evervwwhere,

AL Y 1
LRNLE e,

In the end, all You

Boiled The King
Carrot likes to neead is one of enese.
water? Keep up
with ene
latest

Food
trends,

N2 7T
"Just add \‘f"” - i once vou've mastered
boiling that, and how to frYy
o Kipper -not too wek,

not £too drvy —~ Yyou've
i1earned evervwthing
You'll ever need to
Know For this JOb.




But he'sKinaf Isn't
ne enjovind banauets
and feasts of a
thousand courses?

But 1

came nere
to bake, to
experimenc.

Rose hiptea's making

a comeback.
Put that

on 4JYouv
menu,

An omelecte? A
simple, humble
omelecttce?

The w A syumbol

€99 ? of liFe?




f.
Dressi;g\i

too sweet,
rocket too

A salad, thenj‘?(‘/‘ %2 S
o CA
) .'""‘.'I"- = \- .\ %

CaulifFlower ) (D)\)F/
cweese? )CD

) Lactose
( intolérant.
\

Steak and
Kidney

Avre vwou 9%9ocing to
boil those carrots,
or not ?
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hwuh? .
Uiy ..
VT,

Zest of
n oran9ge,

\M
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You 90 vRdal a

A awhead. little

Flourish.

-
L s

sSee

where
it oets

S S
SN Y
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SERVICE/
/Zn

Nevermind, I'lldo

' QuiCKM,' While ¥
f it myselF.

A Ouick\Yy, & it's




Youv Majesty,
dinner is

Ak, very 9ood,
very good.

carvrot
watcer,
Youv
. Malesty,

Carvot watey?
Splendid ! I was
Just reading




Zest of avnt oranoe.

To 2ive \\-U Vo
a citrusy
tango * o .~~ \
(A
A
T won't have "eang' Tano, ,
in my meals. indeed !

Take
it back
and remove
all trace
of tano /




ToO ...
carvroty,

Oh,just bringa me my
usual soup.

when You've Finished

Washing up Yyou miaht
want to practice

fFrying Your kippers.




I've 9ot
a Family
tO 90

Washing

What
aboukt
puddingas?

TR

¢

J’/.l.&[‘. (A

\ﬂ the
King as

FussYy
about
those?

\

Oy
2

.
(7.

\ | ‘\
Wi gy
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Puddinas? We down't
: use the
‘P word

in the

then?

Desserts, k

Bukt puddings are
essential to a happy
existence,

They're
the reason
o I bake.

v
&

Find a
new
réason.

-

S -

-

C'mown
theén,
babies.
Let's
9et you
nome,







Princess, I've broudht
You supper.

that time
alreadvw?

You've 9ot Lo eat.
IR I know, it's

Just that I've
oot so much

Then it'S vital that
wou stop fFor a bit
and take a break.

o Truthe
l curreéent
V buns,
g
N\ 7/




That's certainly
cleavred the cobwebs !

As You're here we
ma4Y as well discuss

tomorrow's ménu.
we have the Yokai

arrivingd and I

wondered what Your
thoudhts were about
dinnevr.

I was thinking

Sushi, but theén

IsSn't that what
thev'll expect.

We have a mountain
Of boiled carrots.
Wwe could accompany
those with Toad in
the Hole and a %oo0d

Isn't Ehat rather ...

kraditional ?

Not with
my speécial
twist,




I was hoping to
wWwpress them,

The Princess hasn't
eaten her breakfast?

Doubt it, They're
permanéntly
displeased.

She's too busy with
tvhose Yokart.

I hope
It's aoino




>
W ... can 2ive no 9round on that P/a/

watter. It is absolutely out of
the auestion.

Twe Kin3 wishes itto
be Known—
The

King
iS not
present,

No but I Feel it's
important we clear
up any misunder-—
standines n
relation to—

We understand
perfectly. A\

) A
Concessions '>,J
were made to
the Lycanthrope
cdelegation.

/-'-{]/

Compromise
is absolutely
out ofF the

Question,
-




Shall we 90 tWrounugh

wdinner?
i 4
%

What do you call
%is. .+ diSh? =

Toad in the hole,
Toad ... €r ...
saunsage ina
cooked Savoury
batter.

N




Twhe carrots are
done to perfection ,

' ”
Q\ren t thevw? /

Do 2ive my
compliments to the
chef, I thouaht it
was delightFrul,
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And how is Miserable,
the weatheér in Your N —
realm at this phase adiy | p
of the moon?




You are al\so
expecting vad
weatwher?




You think thhey'll

. _
El@C

(o
N\

About as much as ¥
the First course,

AW, here comes,..

NN
S




What
do wou
call enis
pudding?

I think it's ouv
chef's untaue recipe
for Leémon Drizzle

It is traditional,
like Your toads ?
|

You won't see
ks dish served
anywhere else in the

Undevrworld. B




were the Lycanthrope Oh,\ } Our cherf
delegation served vo J hwas created
this delicacy? \ this uniQue

v Wy \oouv‘
A honouwur.




Hmmm. That is the
lightest sponge,

Do wnelp
Yourselves to
custard.




They didn't want to
show ik, but I think
they were eénchanted
by Yyour \€mon
drizzle.

whnhen we returned
to discussions afFter
dinner they were
Quite reasonable.

And the dvrizz\e
wasn't too sweet?

Pereection’
Altvouah I
wiay need to
wash mvy haw,

——

Please
cal\l me

Decomposia.
Dee for




Oh 9o0dness, I
alwvosSt forqaot vy
father's supper.

At once,
Prin—

While you were

enioYine Your little
chat I wasS workKinog.

c..dUSt a hint of You want me to be
black pepperovr a nere all nignt 901n9
SPrie of parsiev? back and Forth

making bowls




Clove is right,
best keep to the
classic yecipe,

You've
both \Wad

Down't rush or else
it'\l be too hot.

Black
vepper?/t

X

And be careful
what vyou call ewne

Princess around

Because
she means
well and

you seewm
to be




What are vou '
talking about? )/ /

So she and I can't
be Friends?
—

I'm talking about 1
the Princess wanting
to be pals with
everyone, and that's
fine, but the King
is old School.

-

sure yowu can. But
Yyou Should remember
that whilé twhe
Princess does every-
thino around here,
the old man's still
the boss.

He never
gers out

He's stillthe King
and we's still ner
father.




So whenitcomes
down to it , wnat he
Savs go0es,

Thank you, my
dear, I'Vve Just
been readine about
the bénefits oF a
bariey orunel.

fatwner, I've brought
Your supper.

- C
(7]
\ 9
Barlev? wasn't it No,d€ar, that
that caused the ... intestinal

upset to Youv

disturbance,
stcomach? : )




Avd how avre You
Fee\ing?

I sufféred a
shootin® pain down
MY right arm s Q
cvamp in myv lower
back and a 92eneral...
lisheneadeédness.

Perhaps iF you
ot up and-

It was my suddenly
sittino up that

caused mvy dizziness

in the First place,

I'wm sorry, my dear,
I'm afraid I'velost
my appetite.




But You must eat
somethivioo, IFonly a

©
-

-~
.

Have wvou come to a
decision about Pead
Twursday ?

is—

I must give
it careful
consideration.

It would make vy
\ifFe easievr i\fF—

T \ad
bettevr
lie down.

ITt's Just that we'vre
Yunnuing out ofF time

and—

N

I'm Feeling
rather utnwell.




I'm sorvYy tobea
burdén, my dear,

You've vnot
a buvrden,
Father.

Miont I troubleé Yyou
For a cold compress
For mv head?




I was Just bringing
You Your supper.
I've baked a dark
chocolate—

OF course ,it's

Thank You, [ _
JUSt ... it won't... I

Count,that!'svery
thoudhtfFul of You.
I have to Fetch my
father something

and enen I'll be with
Yyou 'n the
Kitchen.







I'm so sorry I
counldn't get away
soonéer and—

Souffle. . They ‘
' 2 Whave theiv

GFEA 1iFe and
then."

That's rather
how I Feel.

No, Count, I can't
ave you baking
For me now.

You need
Y. Your rest.
U
/ Z,
Y

Allow me to rustle
up a lictlée something
to liFt Yowur sSpirits,




I've stillgotalot ' A special Spatula

"Wiore to do. X Espresso CupCake

A (/., : 1S JUSt what You
A e d.

~ . | 4
, .\\ _

Yow haven't
B Finished vwet?




Just when I think
I've cleared my
desk, CLUNK, down
comes another pile
of papers.

Then I'd
neverbe able
. tocatch up.

You need a Woliday,

IfFit was, what
would you do 7




You could read a book, Ca You know what
take a night trip to : I'd do, 9iven the
the Dead Sea Or —

W2 P

77 1}

I wouldwn't plan \f//, 0o,
anvthing,

I'd take the dav
as it came and do
whatever I Felt like
without a schedule
in siaht.

That wounld
be .., bliss.

You do deserve
some time ofFF,
Yyou KNow ?

But who'd
look aftey
Father, and
anulwwav ...




... I don't see vyou
taking any holidays,
Count.

UnFortunately
the Palace won'k
ruowv ieself.

That's
alovelvy
ideq.

I've been
thinkino

I wneed And a
couldn'e Clove's palace 1§
run a help. like a
kKitchen Kitchen,

only
bioger.




..Decomposia?

There W

you

7 g

4

M9 cold
compress

Skulker,
where are

SKulwer
\




I Know You'ré
alwaus lurkinog
around somewhere.

Skulker, Find the
Princess. she never
leaves me when 1
am unwell.

Fetch me a 9lass of
water while you'vre




It wouldn't mean
neoalecting Yyour
duties.

Put I do think You
can ask more of those
around You.

Instead of answeéering
all your letters
personallyy, answer
ovie or two and have
an of Ficial deal with
twhe rest.

ey AN

It's erue vnot
every piece of
correspovndeénce
is oF Vital
interest to
the state,

And instead of
reading every
sinale document,
nwove awn official
read and summarise
thewm fFov You, pickind
out the ones of most

\\Mportance

(f

W

Perhaps.

As lono asI'm
kept inFormed.




LooK hhere, Skulker,
T told You to Fetch
the Princess and —

it K
k\ /," / -
\TANY / f\‘ -
(VAN [ Py
A T Ry ( \\\.\
v .

|
OF course, , ‘
we have a My

NEew COOK. Mmorning
Kippers
have shown
a Mmoarked
improve-
ment.

"Princess occupied.
Discussing matters
ofF state with cook.!!

Count
Spatula!




Decomposia is a
dutiful airl...

Skulker, I want You

to Keep an .., eve ...

on the Princess and
nev comings and
90in9Ss and report

back to me.

35
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oy YTV
P Skulker?
! a .
“. /




Wwnere's

Braithwaite,
my 9lass of

Yom answer
these,

Aitchisown,
hou summarise ,
‘ these, .

Princess?

Cummings, Yyou
circulate these.




Everuything vou do
1S perfect, Count,

Andasamenu, Dee,
what do You think?

oG !

Everuthing all rio
there, Clove?

ht
—

Just fFeelinag a little
nauseous, Princess.

Must
be_t:he
onwons.,




And what of ehe
pudding,

Down't tell
me.

T want it to
be a surprise. ITfF I'm
90ing to sit throuagh
the Zombie General's
borin® wayr sStories I
need somethino to
\ook Forward to.

T wheeled our
Forces around in a pincer
movement at Blood Basin.
Twe Ghoul Artillery...

...rady ko bring
t\hwe Full Force OF
their canvion on

our cavalry,

Twnen I arrived
Uupon a devious notion
OF deploving the
Skeletal SKirmishers
as o diversion.




...9houls fFell upon

them and began

Knawing the bone
marrow From...

Time f
For

dessert,

~——

Gave our boys the
opPportunity to
wheel around




It looks more like
aMud Mownster




Ie was a hard fFigwht
bukt we won out 1N

Never inany
doubt, Princess,
Never in any

S —

ThankK You Fora most
enyovyableé battle ...
I wean meal.

|

You're welco

Gewneéeral.

MD

Revenant
Ridge

Have
a 3o00d

evewninog,

You
Know
it Quite
reminds
me of the




A huge success. IT've
never seen the old
duffer so animated.

You've
9ot a

litcle
on...

Sorry to interrupt
but here's his
MaJiesty's supper.

Goodness
Yyes.

discuss
tomorrow's
menu over
supper.




1S... mm vauch worse
than T
thouwawnt,

Father, Wow are you

vexed, my dear, by
a deep unease,

unease
or disease,

What s that
on Your ...

T

Per\nap:»1

iFuvou ate
a litkle

sometning
you'd Fee)
better.

It's notmy stomach
Evat troubles me.



Is it the pain VLR
that travels From O
Your elbow to vour j VT

Wip and then — %
. - . . & ‘

I'm worried about B
che Future. '

p—y=

-

Most N
anxious.

Its continued
existence,

But, Father, vou
have centuries
anead 0F—

I've had
reports.




Disturbing
réports.

Concerning the
runvning of palace
afFfFairs.

Father, you
shouldn't
trouble
byowurselfF

I was Forced to
Erouble muyselF due
to the serious
nature of the
concerns,

AnY problems should
come directly to me,

You Kvnow
mY health is
not what it
Should be.

IF you would on\y
eat, I'm sureé vour
Constitution would—




IfF vwou truly cared
For My wellbeind Yyou
would not act 1n a
way that causes
wme such distress.

Distress?

Father,
I would
never do
anvtning
like that,

I don't know what

these 'vreports' are
but they're cleariy
untruwue or ...
malicious.

I...I v wonestly
can't think OF a
sinole thing I've
done enat could
possibly upset

Unauwnchorised changes
to palace protocols.




Rouval mail answered Father, I sit here
by private secretaries, evervyday wanting
state papers passed to discuss state
on to palace staff watters withh you
unread, and all without and you never —
mY permission or —

approval.

Twe use of No... Iwmean, I
inappropriate don‘t think —
lanouange to '
describe important . Describing the
members of the Zombie Géeneral

as, T auote,

% 3 ||boring"?
i o’ ﬂ /

armed fForces.

PerhapsS that was
alitkle unkind,
but hardlYy
treas —

Then there's
the matteéer
OF Feeding ricth,
unhealthy and
decadent
FoodstuFfs to
diplomatic
parties and
Foreign

(( X




The new menus
hWave veen o huge
success., we've on
better cerms with
the Yorai thawv ever

before.

I\lead by example.

What a
King eats \s .

d00d enouch I
For Staff and {
visitors. ¢

Puddinnds are not
only harmFul,
they repreéesent a
Frivolousness and,
Frankly , unmanliness
to those in whowm
we inspire respect.

Twe Zombie
Gaeneral had
seconds.

Most 9rievousiy oF

all, twis party Food,
ifF T can describe it
aS such, makes my
Own meals appear

meagre, mean and
Faddish.

Fatwer, no
one thinks
any such

they did,
what would

it matter??



The people should
revere their Kinog,
not mocK his choice
OF Foodstuffs,

And most Seriously,
MoSt provokingly,
wou have been over
Familiar withh the

StafF.
Allowin9
thewm to refer
to You by your
fFirst name and
ot Yyour

Twhey're
my
Friends.

A Princess
does not have
Friends.




My dear, I'm speaking
to Yyou as a loving
Father, not a
tuvrant.

What happens, for
mstance, if You have
to rémove one of

vour "Friends' From
theéir position?

You
mean Fire

Can you
take their
JOb From
them and
emplioy a
Persown

It's much easier to
9€et vid Of staffF than
it isto losea Friend.

Butl won't
Whwave to.




StaffF understand
boundaries while
Friends...

This Count Spatula

Fellow.
Yes? Bl L
Heé's over
Familiar.

He's twne on\vy one
who speaks to me |ike
I'm aperson.

He's Q
lothario,

vampires
are.

: I've yetto
meet oné who
isn't a Qigolo,
Wwith an easy

manner anoc 1~ N

toothy Smile.

He's seev an
oppPortunity
and siezed
it.

don't Kknow
do von?




It's clear from my
reports that you
have placedt

Vourse\F na...

" ooperilous
position,

Twat's ridiculous/!

My dear, can't you
understand that I
don't want to see
: Yyoum hurt,

I'm trvying
to protect

From
Peorle
who might
actually
care about

s From
predators.




1'd hoped to shield T don't know where
YOWU From Warmw but Jyou've oot theidea
T cansee I've left it that I've wad my

too late. head turn—

He's
already
bewitched

I understand that v It's beenalot to

You've taken on a take on and naturally
lot oF responsibilities You have relied upon
while I've been the ... emotional
confFined to bed. support oF those

avound You,

I can see the value Y Ancd considering my
ofF Yyour having some current state oF
time awavy to view healcth I proposée
the situation more A that yourepresent
clearly. R the Crownonthe
: Thursday oF
the Dead.




You want
me to 90
Overoround?

It's a 9reat honour
to walk amongst the
living and show the
KinShip between us.

wearing ,., weéarino
the Crown réauires
agreat responsibiliey
and selF sacriFice.

realise
that,

don't
vou?




persoval
choices
are made
for the
9oo0d oFour

Painful \4 Yes ... Father, e

Decisions that cause
ourselvées anguish
but aré necessary
For thhé 9reatér

I am afraid the
Count has to 90.




Te is with a heavy
nweart that I have
to remove the cook
From the Palace
StaFF.

In Future you'll
learvnn to be more
careful, mvy

Te's bettev he goes
now, befovre Yyou
becowme toO ...
attached.

Put I nee ... T
reily on him.




Twat is not Your
concern,Decomposia.

wake his own
arrangements.

I'm aware 4 So I have
ofF how Prepared
diFFicult a reference
this is For and a
’ 2enerous
bonus
Ppayment
that will see
nimuwell

Provided

But, Father, we
can't just —

Srulker willbe
happy to help him
with Wis ba9ss.

. ' A he's very
_He's not | interested
interested ;

in Mmoney,




Iamwma Kingand I have
made mvy decision.
Twis mMatter is not

up For debatf or
negotiation.

A .A.,

%

R\ "'3'.\!'..".-.’.53\.

I'lltell
him,




nen? ' Tomorrow is

the Thursday of

the Dead ;, my

Tomorrow deéear. You'll be
above 9round,

I'tltell 0w, my dear, it may
him seem \Ike the end of
twhe world now, but

%iven—

After a”,
we'rée not
monsters,

are we”?

Naturally,
he'll have the
opportunity

to saw his
9o00dbyes,




As lon9 as he's OFF
the prémises by
morning, all shall
be Forgiven.

Could I kEvouble .
You For a cup of 'S
rosewip tea?

All this *.
unpleasantness ) .
has upseetmy . *

stomach, '




Best weep an eve on
her/ Skulker.

uncil
this Fellow
has 9one.

- ——

How can .
I tell r 2 :
him? can't,it's

impossible. N

Butl

have
to.




SKULKER.




~ Dee, You're yust
in Eime to tryout my
latest recip€, 1've beéeeén
making liguorice and
had the dea—

Do wou want to

Count, can
discuss tomorrow's

wetalk For a
moment ?

Is sometning
wrong?




Then there's
something else
| troubling vou.

.:.‘

A".‘t‘.g
~
M

R ¥

e
't ,t.'vl

e
-

(S

perar - iRy
A T

T AL e AP,

cee I'vnreally

You've done.

aratefFul For all

You know that
we're,.,




1
4
\ NI
WH
. \
‘
. ’
. '
1
. A - \4
B SeEl ™ , ‘
-~ C
> .

T hadan Thevnext time..,
idea For o well, if I made
liQuorice lemon drizzle
umbrelia. again the

uests would
eat the

umbrellas




T think I
I should don't
Say that— think
Yown
Should.

I'm not allowed to
say what I want to
say and Youdon'te
know how to say
what you need




You Know You said
you'd take the da¥
oFF ifF I did ?




Thursday Y

OF the
Dead?

OFFicial
Visit?

we're
supposed
to pass
unoticed,




Father hasS always
Q2one before.

So it's kind
of ik a

g He's
suddenly decided

Ishould take
his place,

what changsed

And he's haepy
Wis mind ?

For me to 90 with
you ?

S 'i'
1Tt

A




Skulker, what time
do vou call Enis?
where's the
Princeéss?

More importantly,
where the devil's
my Kip—




Wwhat do Yyoumean,
she's aone? Princesses
do not disappear,
certainly not berfore
bréakFast,

And what about tenhe
cook, has he packed
anhd 9one yet?

W% NS i

’
s
-

B.Pight:
isn't
it?




Are Yyouall
rioht?

It's SO MUCLh as
not caramelise,




No one's
pointing
and
sScreaming,

...bUL WEe can do
anything we want.




The childréen are
owveén chocolate?

Tt's also called
sweet Thursdaw,
They hand owut
treats to the lictle

The tradition was
to Visit tombs and
gvaves, Now (t'S more
ofF a celebration.

You should smile,
then, ifF(t'sa
celebration.

You said the Kino
doesn't know I'm




~

He wouldn't be happy A
if he Found out ? scheming
seducer,

He thinks
you're q

| s You are I You've the
P Charming. am? )/ onlvone who
SO ' calls me by

In MYy actual
Yyouw name, you
wawy. Know ?

f/] 2. &
A (f LA *y -
] \ */ {

O

\' ° P .

T wnow, My father isused
ut noone to treating evervyone
elise IWKke «.. Mmembers of

listens to stafFFfF.
Even hisown

aughtevr ?

-

N &




Especially his own we all have our
daughter, IT'w just duties to Fulfill
an instrument of and I shouldn't
State like everyone et any...

rseinCONVEeNnient
Feelings 2et in
the way, \

o
o

T thought we could
have onelqst —

J ¥\ . y ,
>
a Qe

Anvway, You've
probably guessed.

. The
King wants
You to go.




Iv's a 9o0d

reference
considering ne's
never actually
tasted my
cooking.

T counld tvrY and
explain that I'm
not a mercenary




Father nevey changoes
his mind. He'sS made
his decision.

I don't have any
choice,

Yow can
choose what's
right Fov

That's precisely
what I can't do.
I ... T know You
Mmust think I'ma

\C“Oward...
- T
4
i Vi)

'
\i"‘

“ s .l.a

.

IFI don'tcare fFor

him, wwho will?
29V b

I'v not sauing You
lack courage I'm—

As maddeéning
as my Father
is, he needs




There'\l ve plentY of
time to be
miserable,

...for the start
OF the 13th
annual Run

For LifFe,

o .

All mownies raised
will 90 to the Kino
WulfFrun Hospital.




;:;%ﬁjr“;'/,, ;»:\ T
| Provide respit:i/ R\AN R\AN.‘

care For—




Isthis part of the
celebrations ?

I think we'd
betkter head home,

Wwe're 90in9
in tWe wrond
dirvection.

ar ."\\!)\\\\ j




Do Yyou want to
90oback to the
Underworld?




Keep up, G we must halt

General. \th'\s elopement.,,

" .o-I
mean

Pr—

—_

,-\,\‘s

’\-\ ,/\rm

$3))

D’l \ ﬁ\w\ﬁﬁ'.@ —/80




r He's not, he's not

%\ 90ing tO —

T won't
let annvuthing
wappento

I see them,
Skulkev,
I see thew,




You're not ,are you?

My dear, please tell \J Please tell me vwou're

me You're not. /‘\2§ marvied ?
v “' \ !
D Vv ¢
- y 495"

No, Father, of

course we're not
\v;;rried.
»
R s

f




ngu're ot ? )

I Knewit Az Knewnw})] I'knew

P\"/‘ S; r}'




r'

Ah,Geneéral, didn't
I say it was an

abduction?

Majesty f

. well, take himback —_
MR, to the palace. (Abduction’
RN PP

- Vv ‘e “
' —

\ -~ N
\ = |
A % \ '~_f .

- L 2 ‘4‘.

’,

. ¥/ . -

Twhevre was no
abduction.

You've had
a shotk; my
dear,

Into the carriage
and we'll 2et You (1




._:ﬁ.

Perhaps vou should
907

I invited
tene Count to
come with

HYPNOSIS‘.') }\v—'
v Y

*( SUGGESTION/?

All vampire
ErickS to steal my

dauohter Fvy

me.
PN

I iterally draosed

\ him alono,

/

Sire,iFI

Muy dear, You don't
Know Jour own mind,
Now hop into the

w}iage./
L US ~

IF there'sone thing
I do know, it's mYy

H \\,iwn mind/
\




It's not the Count Come now, Y%ou're
who had me Fooled, Foroetting Yourselrf,

. 'tswou.

That's
no waw to
addvr€ssS Your

My MY 1 You'reé nothino

Kino? but o selfFish old
\ ? \

IS~ 4
selfFish? =’ vl General, help Sy
[ twe Princess V. \
? into the J
carviase.




around
Yyou. the

Overworld.

\_{ LoOK \/Careering
at

LiFEino
me OFF my

T ... Tam Feelind®
vather unwell,

I've been so stupid,
rumnind around
after You, worrvied
about evervy ache

and pain and
ailment while you
Just ... sat there...




... ©nd0Ying all the perks
of being King without
swhouldeéring anwy of the

responsibilities. AS soon
as Your comFortable

routine is threaténed
you Con't Jump out of
bed Fast enouohn,

0.
S N4
NPAY R4

Now., .
&c\jmposwa

You ?

30in9 to Llope, we
only wanted to spend
a day together
without being spied
onor have to cater
Eo Your €very wnim.

ﬁ_
We werén't ever Qw can I Erust

How can I respect
wou"?




We're supposed to
pass unoticed amon9
the living,

You've
scarfd thew
to death,.

Wwvat are Yyou
%0ind to do?

The

one who

makes the
touah

» decisions.

What are vou 20in9
to do to maKe it




we're all relying

I'm relvino




I down'Et know.

So Yyou're 9oing to
do nothing?

90 home
and pretend
everychinog's
Fine?

You're leaving
it to me, then?

I'm 90ino to
have to clear
up afFtervou?




Count, I vxnow I can

wl\o on You.

Gevieral, 2ather Father ... well
vwour Forces. tEvy not to 9€Et In
the waw.




-

S see what we
can do.

Let’
N

| -




)
Are vou comino?
\

IS
(AL

",

/ -
a’éif
OSTTER

She's righk to

despise me.
N




wou. sShe's just ..., disaust,
disappointed.

she doesn't despise l It \ooked more like j

I
don't blame

Thereis somecthing
wou cantry,

N 7

Would a
Fatwher?
For the

sake of \is
dauanhter?




(count? 22 ¢ W0 (7
M€ NP
(A<

N
¢ A
\&\/
@ NI
A~ > Y N ey
VAR ey

General, are

_\ ready?

Princess, )~ |
~ o

s Fra
/,’Ib'f“.~
Fa»-

Everything
. all riokht?

Le 90/
//

t's
/S

f
~

.
[\
L
5
.




MAXE

MAKE A
DONATION
AND TAKE A
RIDE ONTHE

CHARITY

PO

ALL MONEY
RA\SED GOES TO
THE KING WULFRUN

>

VLSS s ",’.‘ ))))

v/
A
LR
RN
8, CHARIOT
. :ﬂ"’.‘ -
e e 0
- . e )
RS e

ALL ABOARD
THE CHARITY




ThankK vou. g
-l- (7 b A A
N\

. Welcome
7) - TT\@board. /-
s T
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{ collecting

Not that I'm 901n9
to lee him oFF
Ehat easily,

money?




L s
No ... nno. %" \ ”KVI - ~.~ 3 wheezez
N You 90 on,
& Y bo'aj
I'm
perfectly...

s Huffz {

.happy
under my own

steam.

171/ S,
What? W/ The N
exerc\se
will do
him
900d .

At least he's You still managed
L Making an efFfFort. to save the day,




That's absolutely
the last time I clear
up afeer lWim,

N
I think he's /A
beeinnine to [/
VLA _realise that. /A<

‘$l"

N

" Sy

/)/1&

.-

B

SKULKER!




And watech
where You're




Morning to You,
Count.

Malesty?
You're up

WuiFrun's ' my
the viame.

daughter
would like

Thouonht I'd make a
starton the state
papers.

Would
wou WTKe
breakfast ?

I don't fFeel eaual
to Kippers yust vetk,




I've made changes,
haven't I,Count?

Taken ona portion
oF the toil.

Paperwork
and the

A public appearance
here and twere..,

... 90t
myselfF out

Feteched mvy own
slippers.




I Know 4you've
done a better job of
carin® For Decomposia
tvian I wave.

I wouwldn't say—

No, well. I've
made efFforts
but they don't
seemto be

blame
her For ...
well, 4You

But I would like
to know 1fF I'm ever
oo to be
Foroiven.




g .nhave

wou tried
askKing
her
Yourselfr?

e e )

Outside of State
business, what have
. wowu done?

Not ag9rand 9esture
but a modest way ofF
Showing You appreciate
- her.




What do You
expect me to do
with ehat?

Have you ever done
i\t before ?

She'll like that, do
vou think?

OFf course
not.That's
why 1T have
Servants.

Sovou ¥
naven't?




OW, Youvr maresty, IR Not now,
about vestevdawy’s ¥ Braithwaite,
letkevs. can't you see I
- nave m4y hands

Full?




Breakfast,
my dear,




And these arethe No, thank you,
pastries your
Count has made?

Twhey're not as
a00d asS MY




sion there ... and

iy ’/&é’/’ 4,4"
,’-ﬁ’/”"‘/"’; 31N
A A
1724207 722507 4.

tomorvouw.

Excellent.

And twhe
Counrt
Civculars
reauwire—

It
can wait
untkil

You have
aprior

engooement,

A moonlioht
walk and
PiCcnicC On

the Blasted




I've only Just
Finished cleaning
twat Stove,

Just a
minute,
\ittle
ones.

901N somewhere

weren't Yyowu
supposed to be

with a cerctan
someone.

4
i

!

%
4
¢

Count, T thought

4

R
= -
. a——,

=

we were—

i
,

Moal

F < 1

'I-' ’
PLIar %
,’{f" p

- ————



Don't worry. ¥§
1 This will only take
aQ wvaoment,

It looks like it'll take
a bit longer than that.

Would Yyou racher I
stay, Prin—

Awn,ahn, what
did T savy about
the 'p’ word?

Would You rather
I stay and help
cleanup... Miss?

Don't You
have a Family to
90 home to?

OFF you
90, then




I'llleave EWhis Fov
tomovrow,

It's nokt the sort OFf
Ehing you can rxustk
leave,

what
\S \&,
anvyway”?

It beganasa
marshmallow recipe
but it's takeénonq
\WFe oFfF (ts own.

But I
nave the
PicnicC
prepared

And it'll be Quicker
IF we work tosether.

TIt's not 90ing to be
- UNGTH?Z €asy to




I think
T mioht
have...

Ry \YUW) e,
t‘S‘t‘\ "':".“" { ,g 1
t":“'g X1 .‘\ 1
\0 \t\‘ Ml G ’
NS

Wweée're
90ing to have
to €at our
way out of

this. :




T wantéed to thank

Uum num,
delrcious.

Not for the toasted
marshmallow, For
sendinge Father

with breakfFast.

I rknow
It Was Your

He'd never
have come up
with itton
hisown.

So You two had
a chate?

I wnow Whe'll never
be cured ofFall s
Faults but —




Which he never
uwsed to.

So. Have You
decided f vou'll
stavy on?

It's not a diffFicult
decision.




What's the matter?

N - -

You might Find
it ... awkward.

having
second
thouohts?

T don't see any
: problems.
You don't '
Foresee any

complicacions
Or difFFiculties?

I'wva worried
You haven't
thoudht it
thvouown.

what's
to think

But I
am still a
Princess
and vwou
mioht not
alwavs Find
it easy,

haven't
thougnt it
throu%h,
have Yyou?




I know that a

complication or
difficulty won't stop
me liking you.

I won'tbe scared
OFF that easily.

T'Il JuSt try
myvy best.

And trying
your best will
be enouon?




It's not the Sort
OF tlhhing I cawn
aguoarantee,

we've wvaianas ed
so Far.

Do Yo think I'Il\
\et you down?

Not \f You can
Whelp 1k,

Av e Yyou trying
Lo put me off ?




Wwat!?
What's so
funny”?




It's Just ... vou're
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