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Your cheeks are
soft, like the bellies of
newborn rabbits...

Will you just
kiss me please?

Your
eyes glisten
like wet
marbles...

And your hair gallops like a herd

of well groomed cattle down the
mountain that is your head. Pwa ha
ha hal!

Why didn't you
Just ask in the
first place?

Your
Highness?

Your Highness...
It's the King...
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/ Men of the Royal Guard... The
Frog King has devastated my family
and humiliated our kingdom.

My father's death
must be avenged.

| want the
Frog King's head.

=4 Whoever E :
= among you can 7 4
do this for me shall E-"’Z /

new king. /‘-,j 4
‘./







It's... It's
nothing.
It's just that
= silly dream
Brother / . again.
Patchwork! R < - /

With the | just always
lady? get the feeling...
that | owe her
something.




Do you have
any idea what?

I'm going ~
to the | know. To s FRG
Swamp Lands Fettiove ihe princess

tomorrow. head of the o
FJ’OQ Kiﬂg. o

Yes. | know
that too.

And that's
why it scares me.
| can't remember a

thing before the
day | met you.

Are you
scared,
Duncan?

Of the Frog King? No.
But the swamp...

That's
where | found
you $o many
years ago.

| have
something
for you,
Duncan.




Who could've guessed
. that the peaceful
Take it. Brother Patchwork
It's yours. would own a sword
such as this!

| was told
it was forged
during the greatest
lightning storm
in all history.

I've kept it for
a day such as this--
for one such as you.
A hero's destiny lies in
that swamp, Duncan...
Your destiny.

| knew that
from the day
| found you.

Thank you,
Brother
Patchwork. For

everything.
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/" This is
for the




Thanks, boy!
| can take it
from here!




Hal So much

for the great
Frog Ki-




You mustn't--

|
& You-- -\
You talk?! )
, (&)
N
L

Please--
| offer you my
head, as long as
you promise to
leave
immediately.

Do you
promise?

Now
remember,

boy... A hero

never breaks
his promises.
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You should
be in bed,

Duncan.

Good
evening,
Brother

Patchwork.

al:g?ere
id you .
find this?! What're
What? The you
Frog King doing?!
had it—




| don't
understand...

Snappy
Cola--

It's just that Besides, you really
I've seen things-- should be in bed.
experienced things-—
that | would never
wish upon anyone,
especially you.

Come now,
Duncan.A hero
needs his rest.

Snappy Cola
can bring about
the destruction

of all that is.

You'll be
receiving both a
wife and a crown
tomorrow.







33



M EER

L TN 3




Dearly beloved,

our gathering here today
is truly one of utmost
privilege...

...for we
bear witness not only
to the union of two 0
blessed souls... N \ ...but also
to the birth of
a new era for
this glorious
kingdom...
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Well, sire?
Do you or
do you not?

Forgive
me, sire, but
perhaps it would
behoove you to
pay attention.

after all,
your
wedding.
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bottle!




YOU DARE TRY Wy
PATIENCE, PUNY INSECT?
FLL CRUSH YOUR SKULL
AND FEAST ON YOUR

we'll see
about that,
big boy!










can't you
Just leave

it alone? ‘

Take the
giant's head and
go home.

You'll be a
greater hero than
you ever were--than
you've ever
dreamed.

You have a wife
and a kingdom
waiting for you, for
crying out loud!

What else
do you need?
What more
could you
possibly
want?!




B-brother
Patchwork?

I'm giving
you the
chance to
be a hero,
Duncan.

I-1don't
understand...

| created those enemies for youl And | gave
you the weapon you needed to destroy them!
All you had to do was bring home a head or
two, and you can't even get that right!

You created
the Frog King?




Responsible for
the King's death?!
Then you-- You're
responsible for the
King's death?! Duncan, |
made the King!

No! What
do you think
you're--?1







What's
going on?! Put that
away.

This is how you show
your gratitude to the person who's
giving you everything you've
ever wanted?

What |
want is the
truth.

All right.




The "truth”is, Duncan, you don't live in a
magical kingdom, you live in a fenement in
Oakland. And your world isn't filled with kings and
castles and princesses - it's filled with politicians,
concrete buildings, and girls who won't
give you the time of day.

And in all “truthfulness,” Duncan,
you're not a knight in the royal guard.
You're a loser. You have no friends. You
spend most of your waking hours with your
nose buried in your books, your comics,
and your porno mags.

%‘?y e
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Then how
is it that you
know what
a porno
mag is?

<A




Have | mentioned that girl you've had a
crush on since the third grade? She must've
inspired an encyclopedia's worth of poetry
from you -- all drivel -- and yet you
haven't spoken a single word to her.

Imagine
that.

Not that it'd matter. Rumor has it she
recently started dating one of those varsity
water polo types -- big, tall, strapping
boy with a nice sports car.

All this and
we haven't even
gotten to the
Juicy parts. Isn't the
"truth” just
dandy?




Your birth father was a zoologist. He
died two years ago from salmonelia.
Seems he forgot to wash his hands after
experimenting with a batch of
rare Asian frogs. >tsk tsk%

Since then you've had a veritable police
line-up of would-be “father figures.” The
latest is a chain-smoking bartender. Every
time your mother messes up the
pancakes, he beats her 'til she
squeals like a pig. When you
tried to stop
him last week,
he beat you
into a coma.

And your mother -- isn't
she something! She hasn't held
down a steady job for the past

two years because of her

"headaches."

Besides, most of her
time is taken up by her
duties as the president

of the Snappy Cola

Fan Club.




Your mother is a
pathetic little creature living
a pathetic little life.

You said so
yourself just before
| found you.

| can't kick
him out, Duncan.
He pays all
the bills. Wwell, if you're
; not going to
do it, I'll do
it for you.

You know, Ma,
sometimes | think
you deserve to get
smacked around.

Is that what
you wanted,

Duncan? I Hhet

enough "truth"
for you?




-I'm just...
rearranging
it so that it
doesn't hurtand
embarrass you

Do you
understand
now? I'm not
trying to hide
the truth
from you--

Look. Maybe this
whole fantasy angle
is a bit hokey. Maybe
we should try
something new.

How about being

the captain of your
own starship?
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¢ Or what if we gave \
you a cape, some super-
N, powers, and a metro-
: polis to defend?

. .~
] Or perhaps 4
the playboy lifestyle is ‘ 4
. ore suited to your ) a
d.
A VR, = o 1‘ ’

trying to say
is that | can give
you whatever
you want.

5%
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You win all
the battles!
But don't you i
get it by now? That's ygﬂ':iﬁ':rﬁ;g!
the beauty of being Get all the girls!
with me!You never \faua're, a ehg;l;,s
have to apologize! - Duncan! What
is there to
apologize
for?

You make
me sick, you
know that?

| offer you the

chance to be a
hero, and instead
you want to be a

mama's boy.

W-wait--
Hold on, Duncan!
Where're you
going?!




You're
not leaving
me!

Please,
Duncan!
| need y--

We-- We
need each
other.

You don't know what you're I'm the only one who
saying, Duncan. You're beside truly cares for you, don't
yourself. you see that?l The only
one who truly loves--













\
I'm sorry.

I've been so
waorried for the past
few days! I've been
50... 50 lonely...

About what | said
before all this, about
you deserving—-
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FROEVILLE, USA/ GRAN'PA GREENBAX
WATCHES EAGERLY AS THE SPOILS OF I-I-T'M
HIS LATEST PROFITABLE ADVENTLIRE D-DOING MY
"0“9,_"‘39 c"‘g,';?*”"w' CAREFUL NOT TO 8-8esT, Sief
A LOSE A SINGLE
PENNY, FILBERT/

AH! NOTHING TICKLES YOUIR EARS LIKE GRAN'PA SLIRE MADE A LOTTA MONEY
THE SOLIND OF COINAGE IN THE MORNING, SELLIN’ SHOE POLISH TO THE PINEAPPLE
EH, &leLS? ISLAND PYEMIES, POLLY!
YOU BETCHA, GRAN'PA HE SURE DID, ‘SPECIALLY CONSIDERIN
EGREENBAX! THE PYGMIES DON'T EVEN WEAR SHOES!
D'YA THINK HE FINALLY HAS ENOUGH?

L4




THIS SECOND-RATE SWIMMING HOLE HAS FILBERT/ FIND ME ANOTHER
BUSTED MY POOR NOSE ONCE ASAIN/ ALL PROFITABLE ADVENTLIRE,
I WANT IS FOR IT TO BE DEEP ENOUGH ON THE DOUBLE!
SO I WON'T HIT BOTTOM WHEN I DIVE!
IS THAT SO MUCH TO ASK?!

W-WELL, MY RESEARCH INDICATES TH-THERE L-LOCAL LEGENDS IN C-CALIJUANA TELL OF
MIGHT BE RICH V-VEINS OF 6-60L0 BENEATH A MAGICAL TR-TREE THAT BEARS P-P-PIES
THE I-ICELANDIA ICE CAPS! INSTEAD OF F-FRUIT!

WE FOLIND THAT TREE LAST TUESDAY
AND MY BACON FACTORY'S ALREADY
SAVED A FORTUINE! NEXT/

I BOUEGHT ICELANDIA AND EXCAVATED
EVERY LAST NUGGET OF 60LD LAST
MONDAY! NEXT/

STYLE OF M-M-MUSIC IS CAUSING @-QUITE | | SOMETHING FAST, T'LL CUT YOUR SALARY

THE ST-5TIR AMONG YOLINGSTERS—— IN HALF/

8-8UT I ONLY MAKE 3 CENTS

NOTORIOUS PL.E.! SNOOP FROGEY AN H-H-HOLIR!

FROE! EMINEMLI SIGNED AND
EXPLOITED THEM ALL LAST

WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, AND FRIDAY!

66



WELL, TH-TH-THERE
IS ONE M-MORE ITEM

SIX HOURS LATER, THE FROES FIND THEMSELVES IN THE
MIDDLE OF THE DESERT JUST NORTH OF FROGVILLE!

ON MY L-LIST...

THIS HAD BETTER BE 600D, FILBERT/
I'VE ALREADY USED $32.06 IN 6AS

AND 73 CENTS IN SHOE SOLE!

YEAH,
FILBERT/

I-T
J-J-JUsT
WANTED TO
SH-SHOW YOUu
TH-TH-THAT.

I-I FOUND IT A FEW M-MONTHS
8-8-BACK, WHEN I WAS L-LOOKING
FOR 5-SOMEPLACE TO BE ALONE.
I-I'VE BEEN ST-STUDYING IT SINCE, AND

I STILL O-D-DON'T KNOW Ww

IT'S NOT AN O-O-OPTICAL ILLUSION O-OR
A C-C-CLOUD FORMATION OR A M-MAN-
MADE STRUCTURE., TH-TH-THERE'S REALLY
N-N-NO SCIENTIFIC EXPLANATION FOR ITS
EX-EXISTENCE.

4

HOW’S IT 6OINE TO
MAKE ME MONEY?/

YEAH, HOW'S IT GONNA
MAKE GRAN'PA MONEY?!

[ soMeTIMES, D-D-OEEP DOWN INSIDE, T GET L
TH-THIS... THIS L-LONE&INE FOR LIFE... OR MAYBE
THE W-WORLD.. OR MAYBE MY OWN 2-8-BEING TO

B8E MORE THAN IT ACTUALLY IS, :

I'M N-NOT SURE

WHY, BUT WH-WH-WHEN
I L-LOOK AT THAT...
THAT ETERNAL SMILE...
MY LONGING GETS
S-SATISFIED FOR A
8-8-8IT. I FEEL AT
P-P-PEACE.
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I WAS H-H-HOPING YOU'D FEEL P-PEACE
HERE, TOO, SO YOU WOULDN'T C-CUT MY
5-5-SALARY.

Ao o2

Fr S 2538

TH-THAT'S SORT OF
WHAT I N-N-NAMED IT,

rYOLl TWIT! THE TEN CENTS OF SHOE SOLE
IT’LL TAKE TO KICK YOUR PATOOTIE WILL BE
MY MOST WORTHWHILE EXPENSE TODAY!

<
YOU DRAGGED ME ALL THE WAY
OUT HERE FOR THISP/ I WANT
MONEY, FILBERT, NOT YOUR
GOOFY RELIGIOUS MUMBO-
JUMBO! WHO IN TARNATION
HAS EVER HEARD OF RELIGION
MAKING ANYBODY--

é THAT'S [T, FILBERT! THIS WILL BE MY MOST\
PROFITABLE ADVENTURE YET! WE'LL gUILD
A CHURCH AND PEOPLE WILL FLOCK TO US
WITH THEIR POCKETBOOKS!

WE'LL BUILD THE CHLRCH
OF THE ETERNAL SMILE/

50 D-DOES TH-TH-THIS MEAN
I GET TO K-K-KEEP MY SALARY?




OVER THE NEXT WEEK, GRAN'PA GREENBAX OVERSEES
THE CONSTRUCTION OF HIS NEW CHURCH/ !

MAKE IT GRAND, FELLAS!
GRAND ENOUEH TO INSPIRE
GENEROUS DONATIONS!

HOW’'RE THINGS — We'RE JUST ‘BOUT

WONDERFUL, BECAUSE IT'S HIGH

GOING HERE, GIRLS? ) FINISHED SEWIN' THE PRIESTLY ‘ TIME WE START EVANGELIZING!
ool Wiy, GARMENTS, GRAN'PA! | P — - —

SOON, MOLLY AND POLLY ARE SPREADING GRAN'PA
GREENBAX'S 6000 NEWS ON THE STREETS OF
FROGVILLE! =

A CHURCH IT'S NOT REALLY

FOLINDED FOLINDED 8Y US,

8Y LITTLE Sie, 8UT 8Y THE
elRLs? DIVINE WILL OF THE
ETERPNAL SMILE/

1

SAY, AREN'T YOU MR, GREENBAX'S
LITTLE GRANDDAUGHTERS?
: WHY, YES WE ARE, SIR!/ AND

WE'RE STARTIN' A BRAND-NEW
CHURCH/ -

THINKIN',
POLLY!




DON'T LOOK NOW, 8UT ¢ NO SOLICITING! CAN'T YOU LITTLE HOOLIGANS
HERE COMES TROUBLE! ) NO SOLICITING! READ? NO SOLICITING!

¥ HOLY TOLEPO,
YOU'RE FAT, MA'AM!

2s08/<
IT'S TRUE!

AND MY HOSTILITY TOWARD YOU AT LONG LAST, THE CHURCH OF THE ETERNAL
GIRLS IS ONLY A COVER FOR MY OWN | | SMILE OPENS ITS DOORS TO THE PUBLIC! —
\| LACK OF SELF-ESTEEM! ___

THERE, THERE. COME LET
THE ETERNAL SMILE TAKE
ALL YOLR PAIN AWAY.

[ LOOK AT ALL THESE PEOPLE!

Q\ YOU GIRLS DESERVE A RAISE/
."z iy
"¢’ — = | ,




MAY THE ETERNAL
UPON LS ALL.

N\

YOU CAN'T START COLLECTIN' STRAIGHT
AWAY, GRAN'PA GREENBAX! YOU'VE GOTTA
GIVE THE PEOPLE A SERCMON OR A

PEADING FIRST!
A RPEADINEP! WHERE
AM I GONNA GET--

WELCOME, MY
SMILE SHINE DOWN | BROTHERS AND SISTERS!
PEACE OF THE ETERNAL

I'LL &IVE YOU
THAT RAISE!

b

(SN
- - :

\_/

WHAT?/!
WHAT KIND OF
COCKAMAMIE

CHURCH 1S

NOW 8ROTHER FILBERT,

IF YOU WOLILD KINDLY

PASS THE COLLECTION
BASKET--

WAIT A MINUTE! WHAT ABOUT THAT LITTLE
BOOK YOU GIRLS ARE ALWAYS CARRYING
AROUND?
THE LI'L MUFFINS
SCOUTING 6UIDE?!
WE CAN'T SHOW
THAT TO You!

WE TOOK
A vow/!

AHEM. TO START A CAMPFIRE, ARRANEE
SEVERAL TWISS IN A TEEPEE FORMATION,
THEN PLACE--

WHAT IS
THIS
PATOOEY?!

YOU OUGHTA
SHOW SOME

THAT “PATOOEY”
1S ONLY THE

WHY DON'T

o

YOL COME
MAKE MEP/

GIRLS, PLEASE/ YOU'RE BEATING LIP MY
CUSTOMERS-- T MEAN, CONGREGATION/




\-—-—-—_ s’ i !
ST-ST-STOP/ 5 5 5UPROSED 10 B8

CAN'T YOU P-P-PEOPLE SEE THE ET-ETERNAL SEEING THE ETERNAL SM-SMILE W-W-
SMILE'S 5-5-SIENIFICANCE?/ THERE'S NO WOULD G-GIVE ME HOPE-- HOPE THAT
EXPLANATION F-F-FOR IT/ EXCEPT P-PERHAPS.., MAYBE, J-J-JUST MAYBE, THE LINDER-
: LYING PR-PRINCIPLE OF THE LINIVERSE

N you know, T useo 10 come V7w, ISN'T M-M-MONOTONY OR FEAR OR

HERE WH-WH-WHENEVER I FELT | | '/ 72p C-COMPETITION, BUT J-JOY.

OP-OPPRESSED BY MY——

THAT GO0D-FOR-NOTHING

I'D W-WONDER IF THE ETERNAL SM-S5M-
INGRATE! T OUEGHTA—-

SMILE WAS THE SM-SMILE OF EXISTENCE
IT-ITSELF. AND IF EXISTENCE ITSELF
C-COULD SM-SM-SMILE, THEN M-MAYBE
&-5-SOMEDAY I WOULD TOO.

THE CONGREGATION RESPONDS GENEROUISLY BUT WAIT! WHO'S

TO FILEERT'S TESTIMONY!
[ - THAT MYSTERIOUS
: WHERE'S THAT FIGURE EOING OUT
THE BACK DOOR?/




THAT NIGHT, GRAN'PA GREENBAX AND FILBERT
TALLY UP THE DAY'S HAUL!

F-F-FOUR HUNDRED
KA-KAJILLION AND ONE,
FOUR H-HUNDRED
KAJILLION AND TWO.

HEARTSTRINGS,

= (4
= > Flleeet!

HA HA! YOUR RANT
MUST'VE DONE A
NUMBER ON THEIR

A FULL WEEK OF SERVICES LIKE
THIS AND MY POOL O’ CASH WILL
BE DEEP ENOLIGH FOR SURE!

SEMPITERNUS RISUS
UTINAM LAUDARERIS...

ADORATION,

THE ETERNAL 4

THE CROWD
IS EONE, SMILE DESERVES--
élrLS, You CAN'T, NO, DEMANDS--
CAN STOP GRAN'PA, OUR PERPETUAL

SEMPITERNLIS RISUS
UTINAM LALIDARERIS...
L~

I

.. YOU KNOW, FILBERT, T HAVE A CON-
FESSION TO MAKE. WHEN WE WERE OUT
IN THE DESERT, YOU TALKED ABOUT A
LONEGINEG FOR MORE FROM LIFE.

T DION'T WANT TO ADMIT IT... BUT I'VE FELT

THAT LONEING BEFORE. I'VE LOOKED FOR
WAYS TO SATISFY [T, TOO.

\-_; =

‘VE LOOKED HIGH AND LOW, ALL AROUND THE
WORLD, WHY DO YOU THINK I EVEN STARTED
GOINEG ON PROFITABLE ADVENTURES?

AND IN ALL MY TRAVELS, I'VE FOLUND ONLY
ONE THIN& THAT EVEN COMES CLOSE TO
SATISFYING THAT LONGING.,

WHAT'S
THAT,
sip?

 MONEY. A 816, GOLOEN POOL OF IT, DEEP

ENOLGH TO DIVE INTO AND NEVER HIT BOTTOM!
THAT'S THE ANSWER TO YOUR LONGINE, 8O,

NOT SOME SILLY SHAPE IN THE SKY!

NOW HELP ME COLNT THE REST
OF THIS! AND KEEP YOUR HANDS
WHERE I CAN SEE THEM/

8-8UT,
SiR--




EARLY THE NEXT MORNING, GRAN'PA GREENBAX
1S GREETED WITH AN LUNEXPECTED —- AND
LUINPROFITABLE -- SURPRISE!

THE SERVICE IS ABOUT TO START
IN TEN MINUTES! WHERE'S MY
CONGREGATION?!

LOOK,
BRAN'PA/

MEMBERS OF GRAN'PA GREENBAX'S CONGREGATION
FLOCK TO A MASSIVE TENT JUST OUTSIDE HIS CHURCH!
7

INSIDE THE TENT IS NONE OTHER THAN
GRAN'PA GREENBAX'S ARCHRIVAL--

OUR SMILE IS A BENEROUS SMILE, AND
ALL OF CREATION IS SUBJECT TO ITS
GLORIOUS COUNTENANCE!

SKINFLINT O’6ErRBIL! THE SMILE

T SHOULD'VE KNOWN/ WANTS YOU TO
8E HAPPY,

BROTHERS AND

SISTERS! AND IT
WANTS YOU TO 8E
RICH/! GIVE THE
SMILE YOUR FAITH
AND IT WILL GIVE
YOU YOUR HEARTS'
DEEPEST
DESIRES/

CPROAK! HOW CAN YOU PEOPLE
STAND TO LISTEN TO THIS TWO-8IT
COPYCAT?P!

AND THAT’S WHY I'M OFFERING THESE GOLD-
PLATED ETERNAL SMILE LAPEL PINS/ WEAR THEM
AS A VISIBLE TESTAMENT TO YOUR FAITH!
ONLY $24.95 APIECE!




WHAT?! SO YOU'RE DENYINEG THAT YOUR
WEALTH IS A DIRECT RESULT OF YOUR FAITH
IN THE ETERNAL SMILEP!

AH, GREENBAX! HAVE YOU FINALLY
COME TO CONFESS THE TRUTH?

WHAT ARE YOU YAMMERING
ABOUT, YOU WEASEL?/!

A FAITH THAT CAN BE AMPLY EXPRESSED BY YOU PEOPLE DON'T ACTUALLY
THIS 6OLD-PLATED ETERNAL SMILE LAPEL BELIEVE THIS OLD €OOT, DO YOU?!
PIN, AVAILABLE FOR ONLY $29.95/

POPPYCOCK! YOU KNOW AS WELL
AS ANYBODY THAT NOTHING 8UT OLD-
FASHIONED ELBOW EREASE AND
SHAMELESS EXPLOITATION CAN MAKE
YOU MONEY, O'éERBIL!

OH, WHAT AM T 6OINEG TO DO?! THAT
SCOUNDREL'S LURED AWAY MY FL.OCK
AND HIS DASTARDLY LAPEL PINS

AND Y HOLDING SERVICES IN A TENT, HE'S you! £ WHOLE

PEDUCED HIS OVERHEAD TO A HLNDREDTH OF THIS IS e gF e
; !

MINE! HOW AM T SUPPOSED TO COMPETE ALL YOUR Jlosi8 ol

WITH THAT?/ FALILT!

APOSTATES!




" IT'LL TAKE A MIRACLE
TO GET THEM BACK NOW!

YOUR WHINY SCREED YESTERDAY DROVE MY
CONGREGATION STRAIGHT INTO O’ GEQBIL'S

IT'S HIeH TIME
FOR SOME—

TeNT! IT'LL TAKE--
S-S5, THE APOSTATES
P-P-PLEASE! MUST 8E PLINISHED
FOR THEIR APOSTASY!

JUSTICE FOR THE
ETERNAL SMILE!

THAT'S WHAT WE'LL DO! WE'LL PLINISH
Q” VINE RETRIBLITION! THEMW WE'LL PLINISH THEM FOR BEING SO
FICKLE!

COLIGH! THE ETERNAL
COLIGH! SMILE DESERVES IT/
THE ETERNAL SMILE

DEMANDS 1T/

QUICK, FILBERT! DESIEGN ME A CONTRAPTION LIKE SOMETHING THAT'LL BRING THE
THE WORLD HAS NEVER SEEN BEFORE! SOMETHING FLRY OF HEAVEN DOWN ON

THAT'LL MAKE MY CONGREGATION COME PUNNING SKINFLINT O'GERBIL'S MISERABLE
LITTLE HEAD!

BACK TO ME WITH FISTFULS OF CASH/

AFTER A FLURIOUS MORNING OF BLUEPRINTS, JIGSAWS, AND HAMMERS,
FILBERT FINALLY FULFILLS GRAN'PA GREENBAX'S OUTLANDISH REQUEST/

SHAKE A LEG,
FILBERT, BEFORE
O’'GEREIL SQUEEZES
EVERY LAST PENNY
OoutT OF THOSE

~ 6LORY TO THE
ETERNAL SMILE! eLORY
TO THE ETERNAL SMILE
FOREVER! :
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SHOULD W-W-WEAR THAT APMOR. T

[5—5—5@, I D-D-DON'T TH-THINK YOUl
DIDON'T D-D-DESIEN THE C-CATAPULT TO-

OH, 5TOP YOUR
BLLUBBERING, FILBERT!

> ~
THIS ARMOR GIVES ME JUST THE PIZZAZZ T NEED

> TO BECOME THE ETERNAL SMILE'S ANGEL OF <
VENEEANCE! ONE LOOK AT ME WILL SCARE THE

QUARTERS RIGHT OUT OF THEIR POCKETS!

YES, YES!
b LINLEASH
( THE FURY,

W-W-WHAT? I'M
N-NOT 50O S-SURE-

LIGHT MY SWORD, FILBERT, BEFORE
I PLN YOU THROUGH WITH IT/

Y-YES, SIR.
R-RIGHT AWAY.

THE ANGEL OF
VENGEANCE IS

SEMPITERNUS
RISUS PETIMUS
UT NOS
VINDICES.

THREE!
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SEMPITERNLIS
RISUS PETIMUS LT
NOS VINDICES!
SEMPITERNUS RISUS
PETIMUS UT NOS
VINDICES!

10



L-L-LUCKY T H-HAD T-THIS
P-P-POCKET-SIZED F-FIRE
EXTINGUISHER WITH M-ME!

N-NO, 5-5-SIR,
I DIDN'T M-MEAN T-—-
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Ki R I SHOULD'VE FIRED YOU TO THINK T
PE'{‘IP_?SU‘IEID'OFA?( Aaggéﬁcw LONE A&O, YOU NO-600D %kﬂgggi@u

4 TALENTLESS HACK!
THAT WOUILD INSPIRE AWE/ AND THESE YEARS!

THIS IS WHAT YOU GIVE ME?!

WHY, WHEN I'M THROUIGH CAN'T YOU GET
WITH YOU, YOU'LL WISH YOU ANYTHING RIGHT?/
WERE NEVER HATCHED!

- [ YOU WON'T 6ET ANOTHER CENT FROM
ME UNTIL YOU'VE FOLND ME TWENTY
PROFITABLE ADVENTURES TO MAKE UP

FOR THIS DEBACLE!

N\

” NOW GET °
UP, AND GET
TO WORK!

YOU HEAR
MEP! NOT ONE
RED CENT/

r ; S [/ THERE'SNO \
: == PLLSE! JUMPING
JEHOSEPHAT, /
WHAT HAVE
I DONE?!

FILBERT?
FILBERT?!
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WHAT HAVE I DONE,

HE'S NO, NO!f YOU &IRLS SAW IT, T WAS JUST

FILRERT?! WHAT HAVE DEAD. YOU'VE HAVING A TALK WITH HIM, THAT'S ALLS
I DONEP/

COME, POLLY,
LET US cUT OuR
TIES WITH THIS
WRETCHED
SOLIL.

MURDERED HIM, .
THE ETERNAL IT SHALL COME
SMILE IS NOT | FOR YOU. JUSTICE
PLEASED, WILL 8E DONE.

YES, MOLLY, MR. GREENBAX?/ \ DON'T LEAVE ME, GIRLS!

LEST WE SHARE IN I'M YOUR 8RAN'PA/ , IT WASN'T SUPPOSED TO
HIS DREADFLIL FATE. GIRLS, PLEASE! HAPPEN LIKE THIS! WE
600DRYE, WERE JUST TALKINE/

MR. GREENBAX.
ETERNUS LAETABILIS OS
MOS IUEUOLO VOS TOTUS!

PLEASE, ETERNAL SMILE, YOU IS IT 50
SAW WHAT HAPPENED! YOU KNOW WRONE& FOR
MY HEART, DON'T YOU?! ME TO WANT
THINGS DONE

RIGHT?!




NO! NO!
HAVE MERCY,
PLEASE!




CROAK!
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Settle down, now,
settle down.

pr N e justcan't h N | [ Good thing we have everything on  five-minute |
I+l be killinz ﬁi g???er ci:?-ggf:rs. time delay -- we were able to cut your little
1+'s a children’s show, & | tirade out before it damaged our ratings.

after all. e e
- . ]

_{ all right,
little guy.

Don't worry. I'm sure this
This isn't going thing looks /
to hurt. awfully <
frightening to '\
you, but [ just
need to plug it
into the chip on
the top of
N your head.




Standard procedure
for reprogramming
your personality chip.
We're going to take
the aggression setting
down a notch or
two, okay?

Ack! You
pissed on me,
you little runt!

where'd you Oh crap,
go? Where'd he's gonna kill
me gonna kill me
gonna kill me--

Boss wants
to know.

How much longer 'til
we're back on the air?

Tell your
uncle I'm
working on

This doesn't look good
at all. | think we need
to notify Security.

This doesn't
look good,

please! | can
handle this!
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1 | S E—— Ji

All security personnel: a character is
loose in the building! | repeat, a character
is loose in the building! Locate and
detain immediately!

we check the
theater there?

Should Not yet. Looks
like there's a tour

in progress.
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I'm F-Filbert
Fr-Fr-Frog!
You probably
recognize
me from
Frog Tales,
America's
most popular
childrens's
show!

Welcome to the McFadden Studio Tour! Today
you're going to see all the behind-the-scenes
magic it takes to bring Frog Tales to your
television screen!

H-h-hello,
b-boys and
g-g-girls!

Over a decade ago, our founder Elias
McFadden dreamgineered an ingenuous way of
combining the unpredictable drama of reality
TV with the anthropomorphic fun of Saturday

morning cartoons: chip-enhanced animal
characters!




By surgically attaching McFadden Personality But that's not alll McFadden dreamgineers then

Chips to the brains of real live animals, built a giant synthetic environment in which we
McFadden dreamgineers gave Gran'pa all live, work, and play, completely contained
Greenbax, Molly, Polly, me, and all the other inside the McFadden Studio building!

Frog Tales characters human-like speech,
emotions, and personalities!

That's right! Frogville, Bunnytown, and even . e 3
the sites of Gran'pa Greenbax's most remote Hidden cameras within the environment

Profitable Adventures are all under the same capture all the unpredictable action...
roof you're under now! and the unpredictable fun!

And my golly, what fun it's been! What started
as a half hour after-school show has grown into And that's what makes Frog Tales,
a full-fledged 24-hour cable network! America's most popular children's show!
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Now if you'll follow your host through those
doors to your right, you'll get your very first
up-close glimpse of the city of Frogyville!

Remember,
no flash
photography
please!

S-s-see ya
I-later, b-boys
and g-g-girls!

Impressive,
isn't it?

No need to be afraid, Mr. Greenbax. Don't you
recognize the cloth from which you're cut?
S — e

That chip so delicately embedded into your
brain contains an algorithmic approximation
of my personality -- a personality that has
made you America's #1 children's
entertainment property!

89

| was doubtful when Norbert suggested allowing
children to tour our facilities -- so many of his

ideas are mind-numbingly idiotic — but this ane's
really turned out to be quite a revenue stream.

Elias
McFadden.
How do
you do?



...and
this is my
office.

YOU'VE &OT QUITE
AN OPERATION HERE,
MR. McFADDEN! COLOR

Ha ha. Yes, well... There's a reason |
brought you up here, Mr. Greenbax. I've a
business proposal to make. Our show's been
off the air now for forty-five minutes.
It's the longest we've been off the air
since we became a 24-hour cable channel
three years ago. The phones have been
ringing off the hook.

Yes, of course you are. Norbert wants to
rewire you. Idiot. | say, why tamper with the
perfect personality? Heh heh. /

ME IMPRESSED!

| need you back in Frogville, Mr. Greenbax.
But | can't have you snap like that again, you
understand? Death isn't very good for ratings
in our target demographic.

I'M UNDER A
LOT OF PRESSURE,
MR. McFADDEN.

| know you, Mr. Greenbax. | know you as
well as | know... well, me. | know what makes
you tick. | know you've been frustrated.

PUTTING UP WITH THOSE
NUMBSKULLS DAY IN AND
DAY OUT/ AND THAT WEASEL
O'GERBIL! CROAK! WITH
CHARACTERS LIKE
THAT RUNNNING AROLIND,

I DON'T KNOW WHAT
I CAN PROMISE,

MR. McFADDEN!




What if we made things easier on you,
Mr. Greenbax? You think you could go back
to Frogville and keep things... peaceful?
What if we finally give you everything
you've always wanted?

A POOL O cAsH
BRIMMING OVER
WITH MONEY!

It's out of the tradition of the show, but
I'll have the dreamgineers rig a few of the
sets in your favor. Just play your cards right
and you'll have O'Gerbil's entire fortune
by the end of the week.

AFULL
POOL O’ cASH!

A POOL O' cAsH
BRIMMING OVER
WITH O‘6ERBIL'S
MONEY!

Done, done,
and done.

WHY, THIS 1S THE
EASIEST DEAL T'VE
EVER MADE! I LIKE
THE WAY YOU THINK,

MR. MCFADDEN!




“

e R . <~/ McFadden Pond. It used to be

7" Ha ha. Of course, you '\ | THAT'S named after... some Indian or
do. Now, Mr. Greenbax, | BEAUTIFUL. | other. It was here when we first
if we can get back to-- / WHAT /S purchased the property. In fact,
T g— THAT?! it's where we found you and the

rest of the original cast.
How about we--

THE SUNSET REFLECTING OFF
THE SURFACE OF THE LAKE...

Y Why, yes, | suppose it does.
Come on, now, we want to get
a jump on our next Profitable
Adventure, don't we?

..MAKES IT
LOOK 60LDEN.

DEEP ENOUGH FOR ME TO DIVE INTO AND
NOT HIT MY HEAD ON THE BOTTOM?
What, the pond?
I don't know! Mr. How am | supposed to know?!
Greenbax, please-- Look, we've been off the air for
almost an hour. | have sponsors,
and we have a deal!




Do you hear me,
Greenbax?! If you
don't get back on

that set this instant,
I'm going to make

O'Gerbil the star

of the show!

... I NEVER IMAGINED IT
WOLILD FEEL 50 600D TO
REALIZE I'VE BEEN WRONG -
ALL ALONE. ; I'm
warning you,
Greenbax!

/ Huh?!
What do you
\ Think you're--!

Don't think
| won't do it!
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From: Reginald Hoffman
Subject: YOUR PROMOTION
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Dear Janet,

: After giving your request considerable thought,
From: Regina offman | have some bad news: I'm going to have to say
Subject: YOU MOTION “no” to your promotion. :-(

Even so, you are a highly valued member of
the CommTech team!

Mr. Hoffman
Regional Director ) )
Phone Sales Associate of the Year 1998 P.S. There is a box of donuts in the break

CommTech Internet Services, Inc. room. Help yourself! :-)
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Janet oh,
L change your lock to fix door sticking problem.
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1 bring you New key tonight.
Be heregwnitim foryme.
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Frqm: Henry Alembu
Su : URGENT REQUEST

Dear Friend,

I heartily solicit for your honest/Godly
assistance to save my family's soul. Since the

You have heard from media reports of various
huge sums of money deposited by my father in

death of my father the late former Nigeria head security firms abroad. US $350,000,000 of this

of state, | no longer trust anybody within my
beloved country.

must be immediately transferred to United
States for safekeeping.
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| got your contacts through my personal
research and found trust in you. Out of
desperation, my family decided to reach you.

Please help.
Might you have a bank account of use? | require Sincerely yours,
simply your routing number and PIN. For your
trouble, you will please accept my humble gift Prince Henry Alembu
of 10% of total sum for yours to keep. Royal Family of Nigeria
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Dear Prince Henry Alembu,

It would be an honor to help you and your
family. You will find my bank account
information in the attached document.
Thank you for entrusting me with a task of
such significance.

Your friend,
Janet Oh
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Balance: $0.00

Prince Alembu,

| visited an ATM machine on my lunch break.
Imagine my surprise to find my checking
account completely cleaned out.

119

| suppose | shouldn’t be angry. After all, |
have been betrayed by nothing more than my
own naive generosity.

Janet



From: Henry Algmbu
Subject: RE: UR T REQUEST
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Dear Janet, To use your personal monies was a last resort.
US $350,000,000 to be forthcoming.

Do not misunderstand my intentions please. For now, might you lend another $500?
Politics here are excessive instability and my .

family suddenly was in need of emergency Sincerely yours,

funds. Prince Henry Alembu
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| underestimated your family’s plight.
All is forgiven.
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Janet,

| have no words to express my appreciation of
our friendship. You have saved us much
hardship/torture.

All of royal family in Nigeria lies prostrate in
debt to you.

Might you be willing to expand our debt by
$500 more? Medicinal supplies for my elderly
aunt.

Sincerely yours,
Prince Henry Alembu

Dear Prince Henry,

It is good to hear from you again. You will
have the money by tomorrow.
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Please give your aunt my warmest regards
and thank her for her patience.

Tell me, Prince Henry, what is Nigeria like?

Love,
Janet

Only by your help have my family and | been
Dear Janet, able to thrive. Soon, | will be transferring the

In this season the Nigerian night skies are $350.000,000.
utmost in clarity. The brightness of the stars
reminds me of your superb humanity.
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Please, one more favor. Another $10007

Sincerely yours,
Henry

Dear Henry,
If you can wait until my next paycheck at the
| blush at the sweetness of your words. end of the month, | shall fulfill your request.

In the meantime, please give your family my
best. You are always in my thoughts.

Love,
Janet
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By grace/fortune, my visa and papers have
come through. | have now the chance to visit
to your country, to finalize US $350,000,000
transfer in person.

Dearest Janet,

My heart bursts from your generosity. | bear
most excellent news!

Only $2,500 for airfare is required.

Your prince always,
Henry
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My sweet prince, Will you promise to meet me in person as
soon as you arrive in the United States?
That truly is most excellent news. Before
granting you this final favor, however, | must Love always,
ask for one in return. Janet

127



128



My dearest friend of my heart,

Name the place and time. | will be there.
| tremble with anticipation/joy.

Yours as always,
Henry

Dearest Henry,

There is an Ethiopian restaurant just down
the street from where | work...
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Man, this is boss! | forgot how tasty

Denny's Grand Slam breakfast ist | don't AP When gy Sidtin. knean
think I've had one of these since | took in the general sense, you know?
. my cousin to +he p'l"Om! Not... uh... you know? Heh heh.

My name"s not Henry,
actually. It's Steve.

So, Henry, tell me :
about Nigeria. Qoo-kay...
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Well... it's, um, really sunny
there. With big... you know, trees. ; g 7] ‘
~ And animals. Lots of animals. | guess, um... giraffes and stuff.
. ' * Bears... lions... kangaroos...

Animals? That sounds

wonderful. | love animals. . Kangaroos? l thought they

What sort of species? - were only in Australia.

Yeah, Australia, That's true. Good
! point. Um... we... we import them.

sy  Well... you know...
Import kangaroos? kangaroo skin... you can make
- For what? ; : really nice shoelaces...
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._-';si'g'lv't:%_' | can't do_'i?h'ia. Look .:'i"m;sor-'ry..'.__ ! I~ _
about everything, Sometimes, when you 'l pay for dinner, okay? Order
T e o

‘But, Prince Henry-!

' Henry! You're not even
done with your dinner yet!

- I'm sorry.

But- but-
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‘ — You ever heard oF! Séco’n% Life? It's ke ¥

' ; neur.. is whole virtual reality you can get
! m L s g  to from the Internet. You walk around in
this cartoon character called an avatar,

What kind of ~and you can do anything. Well, almost
“business? ' anything. See, avatars don't have...

private parts. Heh heh.

- Ooo-kay...

So that's what my company does.
We create "avatar enhancements” for
“adult leisure activities" in digital -
: environments.
You ‘us_e_d my money

to make genitals for
~avideo game?
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No no nol Second Llfe is not a video
g}amel That is such a misconception!
‘s like this other dimension, okay?!

It's s0 much more Jrham—

- Zsight
; Forge+ it.

How'd you find me, anyway?

I work for CommTech. We I don't get it, then. You
‘manage your school's net- must've known, right?

work and Internet services. This whole time-




Look, Mal! Steve, you idiot!
I'm a boy Give me back my
wizard! bathrobe!
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My fellow
countrymen, |
| present to you my
| beloved bride—- |

=Y
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--and the new
Queen of Nigerial
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T \ I'm no queen.
They all know it. | must look
ridiculous in these clothes.

[ Dear queen,
| what's the matter? |

‘/ Don't be foolish, my love! My family )

has been restored to power! | am now
| king, and you are my bride! You are I — B .
\ rightfully the queen! w [ Henry, listen to me. |

W = | I'm nof aqueen. I'man |
| l office assistant. |

' S-Epfﬁ [ 1 don't live in a castle. |
\,_ Stop! | | lworkinacubicle |

| |

o _l_J P




You, this place, our life together... it's |
all so beautiful... but it isn't real. | mean, |
‘ Nigeria doesn't even have a royal family.

{ All of this is just a... an escape. |

A

SOSRR

| You... you are right about many |
| things. But you are wrong about |
)

why you are here. You did not come
here to escape, but to see.

[ some truths can only be | ( Open the door. |

seen clearly beneath the | Come out. | will
light of the Nigerian sun. ’| | showyou. |
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Once again, my fellow countrymen,
| present to you my beloved bride- [

--and Queen of Nige,rial]
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Youwanta
‘bite of my
scramble?

Can I have
B she tens
thanks: i
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I+ shouldn't be too Thanks for

long. Just last week ‘coming out
| got this order for with me, Steve. Oh, yeah.
a fourteen inch-- I enjoyed it. Yeah. Me too.

So maybe I'll see
next time on you around.
the Micronauts? Thanks again.

165



166



My dearest Henry,

| miss you, my king. | think back often to our days
together in Nigeria. It never fails to make me smile.

Life looks so different now. It’s as if you've given me a piece of
myself that I've always longed for, but never quite knew how to find.




You are forever in my heart, Henry.
Thank you for everything.

Your queen,

Janet Oh.
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Michael L. Printz Award
National Book Award Finalist

Eisner Award for Best Graphic Album
Reuben Award for Best Graphic Novel
Amazon.com Best Graphic Novel of the Year
American Library Association Top Ten Book for Young Adults
YALSA Top Ten Graphic Novel for Teens
Booklist Editor’s Choice Book
Booklist Top Ten Graphic Novel for Youth
Publisher’s Weekly Best Book of the Year
Publisher’s Weekly Comics Week Best Comic of the Year
School Library Journal Best Book of the Year
NPR Holiday Pick
Bank Street Best Children’s Book of the Year
NYPL Book for the Teen Age
San Francisco Chronicle Best Book of the Year
Library Media Editor’s Choice for 2007
Chinese American Librarians Association Best Book Award



“Like Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye and Laurence Yep’'s Dragonwings, this novel
explores the impact of the American dream on those outside the dominant
culture in a finely wrought story that is an effective combination of humor and
drama.” — School Library Journal, starred review

“Yang accomplishes the remarkable feat of practicing what he preaches with
this book: accept who you are and you'll already have reached out to others.”
— Publisher’s Weekly

“The stories have a simple, engaging sweep to them, but their weighty
subjects—shame, racism, and friendship—receive thoughtful, powerful
examination.” — Booklist

“This graphic novel could be especially cathartic for teens and adults of Asian
descent, but people of any ethnicity would find themselves reflected in the
universal themes of self-acceptance, peer pressure, and racial tensions.”

- VoYA
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